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Satire’s my weapon: but ['m too discreet 
To run a-muck and lilt al eli 1 meet, 


UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE, 


ern meer son 

Reply to the Second Letter of Henry White, Beg. Editor and Pro- 
prictor of the Ludepende nt Meh 

Sin,—I am unable to imitate your conduct, by inserting 
your letter, at fengthin the Black Dwarf. My space is 
too limited for the measure; and I can only extract yous 
arguments for the purpose of reply. ‘This | intend todo in 
all the spirit of candid disputation ; and should Ll acciden- 
tally misrepresert your positions, you will in correcting the 
error, do me the justice te believe it was not designed. 1 
think you have taken up a ground toe general for conclu. 
sive reasoning. You avoid a delinite and admilling 
for the sake of argument, what you have not conceded as 
positive truth, you reserve the denial of the right of Uni. 
versal Suffrage, even when its policy, and its practicabé. 
(ety ure ciearly demonstrated. You do inceed call upon 
me for proofs; but you will remember, Sir, that vor are the 
challenger; and are the party bound to shew suf//ercnt 
vrounds Ba the coutroversy. lL vever heard a satisfactory 
argument advanced ayainst Universel Sutfrage 5 and feel as 
much surprised when asked to defend the principle as I 
should do, were I desired to prove thet the sun shone at mid. 
day. IL luvk around, and see ne man with the mark of 
Cain upon his forehead, to whom L can say—** thou art « 
slave, aud burn to be my servant.’ Nor do I achnow. 


basis, 


ledge the right of ** @ moderate reformer,” to assume the 
prerogative of hoaven, and write bondsman on the brow 
Which the Deity has cast in the moald of humanity. fam 


quite prepared te prove that all modilications of freedom 
are ¢rroucous—that all exclusion injury; but to argue 
that man is mar —thet one has as much right to freedom as 
injustice—and that he who 
isa 


is 


another—that all oppression i> 


} : . , a 
take § ry prope riy fy the COUSETL of Gilo f/ee ; roobei 9 


andiot aruder—to argue this, Lsay, seems to mea super. 
huous task. It would be easy cnough to prove all this, 
ertanaly > but the becessify ontd hardly J IStLLS fie ese 
bleyment. You say you are a decided opponent oj the right, 
thie) ¢ licy, aud thi pre ke ltcu lity of Universal Sus 

1 have wdvocated aii this: | believe the right to be 
lounded in the nature of man—in the powers given 
hin by his creator--and though L believe it very na. 
tural for one man to wish to tyrannize over the many, 


I think it ve ry foolish for the many to permit him. 


This trath is besian ingto be perecived by the great mass of 
the People, whose credulity and want of information flave 
nade them hitherto the duy pes of cr 
findin if its artiltces 
2gw giiline e. nde l ha af tte auitharil¢?. ta ore 
Weillug LO Surrcndader a é¢é0-@ vl its author Vv; ae te 


TY party; and paurdy 
exposed, and biS authority in danger, is 
eTyve 
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Tonly wear itin atleri of feclers, 
Thieves Supercargees, Marpe: ind DOiicetor: Pors. 
ene 

the rest. This is theprincipte of woderale rcform, with the 
cunning part of tts advocates, ‘There are wo doubt mary 
Honest men who prefer moderate rel Jrm--upon the supposi. 
thom thacatéwould be more eas?/y obtamed. sud with [rss 
hazard. This itister them fo prove. tor common sense anf 
Common ONNETE nce are asamst the probabil . Thecircle 


ation sit aie louirity 
han: tre uneverval fuilure af 


in which I move wants mo ether con 
of any plan of moderate reforn 
every measure baving tCeven distaads in view. ‘This is not 
atopic on whichitis necessary fo dicate. IT shali therefore 


hastento notice the nusce - meous observations of your letter 


C es 


and to a them in what TP deem a nroper potut of view. 
You say verfecriéility in covernment is not nirocee fg We}, 
what the * Is it not. therefor , fo be pryrsucd ? Pi rfect 
gooduess, asa ect wisdom, has uct been are let of any 
human be butare wisdom and goodness to be te !cuger 
sought atte a <" tanse they canvet be attained tv thoirhighest 


- 


{io die ? 


our brsiness to be as good and ag wise 
can? t ourciloits likely to be crowned with some 
and is notevery adyance a benefit to ourselves, and 
what should we say to the man who would fie 

he could not read cvery thing ?—of bim 
because he could never reach 


bs it 6 


perics 
as We are nC 
SUCCESS § 
to Cihers ? 
to read. because 
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who would refuse to calculate. 


the extent of the combination of figures—-or of him who 
vould sce nothing, because he could not at one view em. 
brace all the beauty and varic ty of nature 2 ‘There is **no 


pomtin any science ean’ which nufture has forbidden man 
tu proceed, The facultics of nian frequently fait him ia the 
attempt to penetrate the vast prefound of undiscovered 
nature,— The *S palpable obscure’? often obstructs his pre. 
gress—the torch is offen suddenly extinguished, and the path 
of scienceis closed from the enguiring eve, But does ths 


‘forbid? the enquiry 2? Docs any ‘* poent,” like a barries 
lise in Opposition to the advance?) Nothiog like ite Tle 
patuis (muznto be asendiess asit is dithcult. nut althou: b 
the tinal Pinay mover be reached—although the mene of 
intelligence may never be obtaincd—still a number of in. 
Valuable pems sprinkle the way. and amply recompense 
the Jabour which they stimulate. A sudden thash of 
lizht often discovers innumerable treasures. ‘The toil 
of ages is ofttm rewarded a thousand fold by the sud. 
den padiance of a moment: and what was deemed the 
dream of an enthusiast bas beceme the basis of the 
opinion, and the practice, of the wonderiug world. What 
dges of darkness preceded the happy hour, when Newton 


stepped forward into the immensity ef space, and traced the 
from the hand. writing of their eternal 
have been told that perfection in 
* potn?? was arrived 


laws of the mtiiverse 
t would he 
unat(gingdle~—that the 
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at when 6 nafure” forbade him to proceed—and if he had 
not been decmed tmpious, he could not ne escaped tlie 
charge of folly. kvery as-iduous applica 
productive of some fresh scion of the tree of knowledge, 
So far from its being true, as you assert, that eve ry step 
trodden by man in defiance of these difficulties, involves in 
itself his punishment, by producing, in spite of his utmost 
efforts, a corresponding retrogation from the gaol to which 
he aspires :’—that on the contrary, where he fails to ad. 
vance in the direction tou which he aims, he caynotl recede 
one step from what he has gained: and if disappointed in 
what le seeks, he is frequently rewarded by the discovery 
of something not anticipated in his pursuit. Why /e gisla. 
Zion should differ from other studies, and become less known, 
the more it ds examined, | must leave you, Sir, to explain, 
You next asseri— firsé, that every abstract (ruth, what. 
‘Sever idea we annex to that w ord, is surely, in human 
6 affairs not practicable ; aud secondly, if practicable, cor. 
* tainly not expedicnt > Surely this is not reascnj,—cer. 
tainly if is not argument. TP have always thought that 
ernutn should be the basis of all naw, of 3/1 levistation, of 
all humaw proceedings ;—and that the dispute was not 
whether the Truva should be followed, Lut whether it 
could be d/scovered, © Truth once apparent,” said the 
old man who taught me most of what l know, ** 7 MUST 
© be followed al all hazards, Your duty may be harsh— 
“Cand may run counter to your feelings—but—1k IT ok 
‘YOUR DULY—remember that you are to perform it.” 
He was mistaken, it seems. Necessity, ** the plea of ty- 
rants, and the argument of slaves,’’ is to be revived under 
the name of policy, and given to the reformers of England 
astheircreed! No matter for the truth and justice of the 
measure proposed ; if they must be sacrificed to the expedi- 
ence of their fricnds—they might as well be destroyed by 
their enemics. ‘Thus the moderate reformers modestly as- 
sume the power of dispensing with ABSTRACT TRUTI, as 
amMpracTicABLe! Would it not be as well, before they 
so peremptorily discard the rruvi, to make some little 
effort in its favor? It sounds something unjustly to 
the ear, ans grates upon the feelings, to bear that 
renounced, which has never been tried, with every pre- 
sumption in its favour, and the seal of heaven for its pro- 
priety. The frst proposition is however the modesty of a 
virgin, who fears what she has never tried,—The second, 
which boldly denounces the rruTa as “6 certainly, NOT 
EXPEDIENT,” even IE PRACTICABLE!” Not ex- 
pedient for w hom! 6 fye, there’s the rub! This is the 
cause of fear! vrurit, alas, in better times, had little 
chance of being exvrptenr: and.in ours! heaven have 
mercy on us!—she is the denounced heretic of both cuunci 
and sratr—in political aflairs, Not eapedient ! what not 
to the moderate reformers? is the frufé: to them éneaper 
dient! Is this confessed, as certain, by an advocate for 
moderate reform ? If this be the case, I see no grounds upon 
which they can call upon the radical reformers for their 
assistance. ‘They are as much our enecmics, as those who 
have takea forcible possession of our rights.—as those 
** reverend tyrants,”? who ** call us traitors,’”? who ‘make 
ns slaves, and tell us ’tis our charter We can have nothing in 
common with men who renounce *rudh?? as Sinecpedient.”’ 
foritis the leading star of our hopes. The great, the only 


object of our wishes! Call upon us for enanimiiy! why 


should we renounce eur creed, which is the pursuit of 


4 


truth, to accomodate these’who pronoiece US grexrpedi. 


ion has been | have sworn to follow. 





ent,” They must reason better than the DIVINE AUTHOR 
of TrutTH, before they induce us to disclaim her whom we 
The conclusion is irresistable, that 
those who deem the truth zrea pedic nt’ have some purposes 
in view which justice would not sanction. ‘This is the 


direct charge against the modcrate reformers, as far as cone 


nected with a certain party denominated whigs—* that they 


do not object so much to the system, as they do to the 


‘men who conduct it, at present—and though ob liged 
‘Cin deference to a prev ailing and cucroeasing opinion to talk 
Neca refurm—that in reality they are only anxious tg 

‘regain the power they have lust, but to continue the SVS- 
6+ tom with as little alteration as possible.’? ‘lo assist such 
views, What man would lend his assistance. IT had rather be 
O}) press sed by my cnemics, then by my friends, aed if ing. 
land is to be a despotism, Lcare not what bauuer waves over 
the sepulchre of freedom at St. Stephens, 

When basked, in ilustration, whether [ should appeal to 
acourt of law for ha/f what was owing to me by a fraudu. 
lent debtor.you have misunderstood me, 1 would obfain what 
feould; but L should demand all that was owing to me, 
lis convenience, or ever his power, would not affect the 
dvbt or the claim, although it might aficct the payment. As 
to tncensing a scoundrel, 1 know no way of avoiding it, but 
by becoming one, and I should not be disposed to pay him 
such a compliment, even if he should threaten to beat me 
into civility. 

You cali upon me to define the terms employ. [ should 
have done so had J thought it necessary. FT will do so now, 
When I claim Universal Suftra, ge, I claim an UNALIEN. 
ABLE RIGHT OF MAN! I have yet to learn why 
Mnglishmen have more r/ghiés than other people, and should 
despise an argument that could be bound by local situation, 
But |} am in Eogland; and when I claim the rights of 
Englishmen, Tmean ouly by that term to imply that [am 
advocating for them those rights, which belong to them as 
men, and which were claimed in that character by their an. 
cestors. ‘There are no established principles in the consti. 
tution as it now stands :—it is a mere weathercock, blown 
by the breath of the ministry to any point ef the political 
compass. I advocate the principles which produced Magna 
Charta, much more than the provisions of Magna Charta 
itself, with the same zeal for freedom as our forefathers. We 
should have profited by the lapse of time, and the progress 
of knowledge, and learnt better how to secure, what we 
have su disgracefully lost. If the ** fee-simple”’ of the go. 
vernment be in the people, they need not ask what article 
of the constitut?on gave it them, ‘They must have held it 
antecedently to the constitution, and can never be dis. 
possessed by any just authority. 

The nation should always possess, What ifaw///s. If the nation docs 
pot require universal suffrage, itought vot to have universal sufirage. 

Bui LET TP SPEAR. Lecit pronounce is will, and let ¢hat will be 
ebeycd, The presumption LT assume is, thata nation well informed oo 
the subject could chuse no other creed than that universal freedoms 
the best guarantee of universal happine seaind prosperity. da the act of 
settlement, the peeple were deceived. All its |provi- ions have been 
violated, and all its protection of public rights annulled, Moderate 
refirm would be asimilar deception. Yhe friends of universal suffrage 
have effected more ip tweive mouths than has ever been effected by the 

{1 moderate reformers: ant you do not notice the mostserious part of Cie 
grevance—that the moderate reformers have lost, what we are seehing 
torecover, As forthe union you recommend, upon a * well. digested 
system, it can never take place, antilthe TRU PIL” which wants Be 
dig stion, be admiited as the basisof our united exertion, Truthand 

justice will ultimately unite all honest men under one standard; ase 


tinidity is dishonesty, When it strikes at the welfare of the nation. 
L remain, Sir, Your's respectfully, 





THOMAS J. WOOLER 


i April 27th, ifis 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Tye fatemr will write to Mr. Goodman and Mr, Lewis, 

woo poreer and Petition of Mr. Johnstone reterred to the Comittee. 

Jieceived Young Hannipal. Thomas Robinson, Thrasyitbus. You know 
who. GK. Xenocrates. Voltaire Redivimus, Plan of Finance by Mr. 
Da Costa. Major Cartwriglit’s second letter. Mr. Alexander. Bk. John 
Kuup. 

Mir. Bentham's Padliamentary Reform Catechism continues on Sale in weelkt¢ 
nuuibers, ‘Those who wish to be in possession of this adinirable per- 

fyrmance are requested to be early im their applications. 
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THO LETLERS to the Right tlon. Henry Richard 
Vassal For, LORD HOLLAND, Wy R, and A. S, 


Recorder of Notlinghem, Se. We. &e. 


By Mason Cartrwriait. 


oe te eee 


LETTER I. 
April 24th, 1813. 
My Lord, 

Yor the greater perspicuity, what T have now to submit to your consi- 
aeration will be divided thio Infroduction, Zeat, Commentary, and 
Conclusion. The text will contain in as few Words as posstdle, the con- 
Jensed matter of the doctrine 1 matutuan, on three several subjects, 
namely, 

Ist. Parliamentary authority, so far as respects its extent and its 
dnetaiion, 

ed. The nation’s right to untversel freedom: and 

34. The nation’s right to Parliaments of a duration not excceding 
ane year. 

These topics being in their pature interwoven, the commentary willof 
course be much more diffuse thao the text; and, in comsequence of the 
notice itmay be necessary to take of other disputants, and the objects 
they have im view, it will be somewhat unmethodical, although | trust 
aiways tilustrauve, 

INTRODUCTION, 

In mv fetter of the Ist of March was announced an intention, if 
feisure should allow, of addressing to your Lord-hip, sume observations 
anthe relative authority of the nation, and ef tts Parliament. Phat 
intention is now to be cariied into execution 3 the circtipstances which 
have given rise fo the:r preceeding, having been first detailed, 

On Saturday the Zstief Febuary, the Merning Caronicle reported 
your Lordsnip te have unputed to me by name, in your place io patlia- 
ment, matters of which L was not conscious, 

Not thieking it right to restan such a case on any authority but your 
own, L wrote to you the next day, the Ist of March, requestiog correct 
information. Ou ihe Sd your Lordship, with a frankuess for which I 
Bouodr you, bayviwz relieved me from ail difficulty, L now take up the 
peo of expostulation, 

itis by cand:) communications, and by free discassion, that discor- 
dances ia opition, touching the great questions on which depend the 
iberty and happiness of or couutry, ace gradually dissolved aud re- 
moved, How great soever may be the apparent distance, by wiich,on 
aay point, your Lordship’s aotions and mine may be separated, vet, that 
Hermng an intellectual dtstanee, our union may nevertheless be speedy, 
proviced etther of us can thow the Lobtof truth oa the questenin dis- 
gate; forin that case, whether our previous ditlerence were great or 
smail, itmustanstantly vanish, 

In your fetter of the 3d of March, your Lordship says,—* I do not 
** pretead to recollect the precise words fb «sed in alluding to you, but f 


“certainly mentioned you by name, and referring to your polttical 

4s “4 Jon e asl ee ; . oe . > , ‘ « Pia . 

a. orks, as founded on erroncons principles of government, and is mistaken 
vice of history, employed LT believe the term dlund):s.  Meoy of vour 

‘statements in favour of annual parliaments anc univorsal siffrage do 

. . * a 
*inreality appear to me to be such. 

** ) know Cherefore no reason whv PE should eet so choerneterize them, 
A especially as, in my judament, the propagation of your doctrines has, 
‘without ony such inteation on your part, been Lighly enjuriouy to the 
** cause of freedom, aud furnished a pretence at leaty if bota rani metive 
«st 


for the aduplionof these measures, whieh To do von the justice to be. 
“‘lieve excite as much regret and indignation im your mind 
* own,.”’ 

Be assured, my Lord, that youhad not the smalle-t oeen ion for anore- 
hending that ** perhaps you had used too much treecdi min ey pressing 

your sense of the extent and COSC queneers OL ros supposed errors, 
No: itis not to those «ho speak oni, butto those trom wham oo answer 
can be extorted, or whodo not give One CONS feDE WIth Integrity L im- 
pate bliume, and [ can with verits repeat a sentiment in my letter of the 
ist of March, namely, that Dam truly desirous of correcting any politi 
cal errors of my own. which shall be made known to mean die 
tpecified 


iis lisy 


‘ imckly 
To your Lordship | have agknewledements two uke, re- 
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cpecting micapproheas ons af (lnistsey 7 bar ine oh misapprehensio 
have soffueueed ms OO prosupl at gocerogrore ve laeh, as Pskall she w 
have becn drawn tionra tar stpertet alder omtthetive source, 

My ‘Sprinciples 4f government,” respec, theextent and limitation 
of parliamentary authority, been soucued on, ta a leiter to Xr 
Francis Burdett, chatmman of ameectug helt on the 2d of February, ta 
connection with nremark or two ontoe speech of your Lordship. 

That leter appeared inthe Black Deorfen the tb, and ia the Slates: 
manon the Sth of February, and the matter betug of fundamental im- 
pertance, Lowili now repeat the woole of my observa tons on that 
speech, They were as follows; <8 Tthas dafely beea weil said inthe 
House of Lords, thatthe right which had beea suspended was aot one 
‘whieh had been granted by parliament. The porsonal liberty of the 
** people was no concesstun. [twas arthychtantocefeu/ ioary vature, and 
*S equal to the rights of their Lordships te vote in that Rouse, or ta tho 
‘right of the King to siton the throne.” 

On this partot the speech, FE observed that © with submisston to the 
noble speaker, our right to personal freedom is seperior to Croce other 
rightshe noticed; inasmuch as it isinherent, whereas those are de- 
rived; itis original, and antecedent to all government; wherea, those 
of the Lords and of the Kiog are the mere concomitants of trust, con- 
ferred by, and to be executed for, tre benefitof the people.” 

And Ladded, ** the noble Lord is reported to have proceeded thus. ~— 
He did not mean to say that there was any absolute limitation to tie 
power of parliament on this subject, when circumsfances rendered sucha 
stretch of power indispensable.” 

Being at thattime intent only en the topic of the suspending power, 
[ quoted no more of your Lordsiip’s words than were then necessary 
tomy argument; but now Eimust noice (hat you were further reported 
in speaking of the °° meechies” mint weee doivg, (0 bave ranked ip 
the next degree of comparison the “*amipcties ltheiy to resule from 
vistunary schemes of refer mm,’ 

I confess, my Lord, that what respected the exteat of parliamentary 
authority in your Lordship’s speech, did oxcrte ay iny bosom a feeling 
which gave tomy larguave a tittle tartoess, wien Posatd thac** such no- 
** tions can only have rad their bird ta superticialstady of the setence 
‘of government, and avery careless consideration ot the Enelish cone 
* stitution.’ My tartness may have caused your rebuke. If, feeling for 
the liberties of an insulted country, we can thus provoke each other to 
seek that truth, whieh must anitaate to a vational and effectual defeace, 
it wal be well, 

A power, my Lord, which, atthe discretion of the holders, suspends a 
free constitution that reckons an existence far fAceeding a thousand 
years; and at their mere will and pleasure wioihiates the liberties of a 
yreat nation, is too trermendous to be tritted with to argument; or to be 
doubtingly spoken of by any enlightened friend of freedom, 

I deny, and the assembled cnizeas of Westiijuster have denied, the 
existence of any such power in an English Parliament. That denial is 
expressed in the tevins of @ resolution uuagimously voted in avery fali 
meecung on Monday the 20d ef Mareh, 

Lamaware, my Lore, tat propositions on the highest porots of go 
veromendt are oot, i genera, propositions to be agitated ina ponutar 
arsemuly ; but, on thatoceasioo, LE was governed by (he exceptions ta 
the general cule, ariing from she certainty of an important truth,—a ne- 
cessitv of the broadest dental of a perpicioas error,—and the great value 
of such a notoriety, as to eceaston discussion and reflections nor was «ft 
to be forgotten, that, ina general asembiv of the ciuzeas of Wesunins- 
ter, the sea@or gaverument, (here mu-t of course be present many per 
sons of enlightered minds. [ have since been roformed that near the 
hu-dings on taat dav was observed an Under Secretary of State, 

The resolution, so passed as aforesaid, is my 
FIRST TEXT. 

*Thatthis NATION hasing of right in iiseif the wn’y original, unde 
rived, aherent, unfonited, and inalienable sovercivaty of the state 
and the power and authorty of the PARLIAMENT being only a vi- 
cartons, delegated trust trom the sovereign nation, for heeping all ex- 
ecative and pudieord tuacuonaries to Chem several duttess as well as for 
supplying, mending, and changing staiute laws, as may be expedient 
forrightl, managog (he publie airs, itis therefore obvious that the 
office, power, and authority of Parliament is subordinate unto, preser- 
tative of, and strictly limited by the NATIONAL SOVIRELGNT Y; 
or. in equivalent words, the CONSTITUTION OF OUR COUN- 
TAY: Wherefore to this meeting it is minitest, that Parliament hath 
not authority to suspend, or in any way to violate the public liberty of 
allen, in the persons of any men, by placing them at the arbitrary 
disposal of ministers, deprived of legal protections for that were a com- 
plete subversion of he constitution; the Coustant conservation of which 
ithe prunary, and most sacred duty of Parliament, 

‘ And, from the same premises, this meecay draw itas a self-evident 
conclusion, thatthe Parhament hath nof authority to skreen, by an act 
ofindemnity, Gaitorous or other criminal perous, Who may have vio- 
Inted the constituteon, aud therein the rights, libertie-, and sovereiguty 
of the nation.’ 
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e 
own superior understanding, Thay ne stress on any more an‘hority, how 
high soever, as entitled to iiifverce your judgment; but, in SUP portot 
iny own, Linay quote whatever ET couceive to carry withacthe torce of 
truth and the evidence o& weedow 5; and Giose Lam sure will ever have 
your respect, 

Locke, as your Lordship kuows, erected his system of government, 
after the manner ot buelid in geometry, Laying on principles the most 
siinple and self-evident, a @rio foundation, step atter step he cucried up 
his ediiice by the force of clear and unsuswerable reasoning, fiaving 
thus proceeded, he, at the proper time says as follows ;— 

* The LLUGISLALTIVE being only a biWUCTARY power, to act for 
** certain ents, there remains still io ibe PLOPLE a stpreme power io 
* remove and alter the legislative when they tod the legislatiwe act cone 
*S trary to the (rust reposed iu tuem. Lov all powers given with fraus? for 
‘the suaming av end, being LESLEPILD by that end, whenever tht 
‘Seudo sar mifestly nes.ceted, of Opposed, Ine Crust must becessiily be 
** forfeited, ond the powel cevotve mito ibe hands ot those who gave it, 
“who may place itanew, where they shall think best, tor Chen safety 
“Sand security. And tous the COMMUSTPY perpetually retains a 
‘supreme power, of saving Gren cdves trom tie atteapts amd desiens 
‘otany body, evea their LLG LATORS. — (Cb. Ths. Pid.) 

My firsttexcthus corroborated, L saoald bein vo fearot the result in 
your fordship’s OW mid, were tee Pre-ent Comme NALS here > teamt- 
nate; but, torespectotfthe public, a certam degivee of dation and iilus- 
tration are necessary to give truth tts eect. 

The two-fold propostion in tie textastrue, or itis not true: And it 
now, my Lord, remains ty be seen, whether on (hie Sh prinecinie ot gA- 
vernment,” upon which hinges the freedom or the slavery of oar coun. 
try, L have blundered, or Others have been care! ; Andon is to be hoped 
that notonly yourself but Ghat other noble lords, tiie: Pr COMLEES, 
who have lately, like your Lerdship, spoken, questionauls, ou the sub- 
ject, will, on mature retlecton, vublicly and expleithly deciare their 
conviction, thatsuch aterritic authority as aforesaid dou nol, Hor ceer 
did, teade in Parliament! 

Wheauif upposed your Lordshin éucimed to an erroneous doctrine, 
that tnclination was Conlvidered asian effect, of which a misconception o1 
aprejadice, or nerbaps acombination of both, was the cause 
this opinion © was coutirmed, on remarking that im your speech om tire 
S7thof february, were likew ive the additional words Dhave now as above 
farther quoted, vamely, that while referring to my doctrines, vou spoke 
of ** mischief’? Ikely to result Crome ** visionary schemes of retoriua.” 

And when your Lordship, without in the slic utest degree notieimg the 
nation’s present mon-representation, tor the Vast propordon of eomunens 
and peers Whoare mere dependants en the eligarehy that, a» notoriously 
a> a noon day sun, are known to heve usurped and monopolized every 
levislative power, could contcinplate shout horror a power wi Parha- 
ment to suspend the constitution and acuthifate puble tibertyv, aud, in 
all reasonable construction of your words, Could acme chat such a des 
poisupimghteven become ‘indispensable,’ to what but mi-couception 
and prejudicc, could Pattribute suek a votion ? 

bor underianding, i the absence of direct evidence, any one’s poli- 
tical opinions, we are in the habit of seeking aid trom keys, and LT confess 
that, in search of a key on tais occasion, | have castiny eyes over au ar- 
ticle in the Mdinburgh Review tor March, S17, because of a very genera! 
belief that the wrier of the arucle is a person under your Lordstip’s 
Immediate potronage, 

Here, my Lord, let us for a moment pause, to contemplate the proper 
charecter of a political reviewer, Ought he vot to be disiiogiished for 
high tatellectusl powers; tou be profoundly acquainted wath the science 
o government; to have the ability, aftera ceutury of improyemedt i 
knowledge, eveo to improve opoua Locke; and to powers a dignified 
mteyeity, insuring a full velanee on a scruptious lmpartiality in the ad- 
ministration of critical pustice 2 Ts aot this (he proper character of one 
who is courazcous enough lo assume the high respons:bie offce via dud we 
iv mitters relating to ** fhe mester s lence,’ the science of human 
geverument; ona compreheusive Knowledge, and a rghtepplication of 
which, depends the freedom or the slavery, the virtue or the vice, the 
happiness or the misery of mashing ? 

And will not such a judge bold scrupulously even the sacred balance, 
faithfully ard hosourably putting teto each scale the Crudhs or errors, the 
inerits or demerils, in political wiitogs or conduct, fer arding the public 
in estimating them according to their true weight and roirinsic value ? 
How noble, how venerable, how inestimable such a judge ! 

Whereas, on the other hand, should we behold a selt-constitated poli- 
tical reviewer, the reverse of all this, filling bis scales with litthe know- 
ledge and less scrupulousuess, and by an arthel handling of the ¢ratina to 
enuse the tongue te deviate from truth, 50 as to make which scale he 
pleases grenaaderee. what must be our feelings? 

If a political reviewer happen to be a known Gependent and protege 
of a political party leader, how can he be esteemed other than a preju- 
diced purtizan? Butthists not the worsts for an adveaturer so circum- 
stanced is, of course, in the way of political investiganion, more labauri- 
disand more incessantly active (hin his patron; whence besomeumes 
acquires 2 dangerous ascendant; vltmitely becoming tw tact a promp-. 


aod in 








Jécto composed, asa repre: 





(er and main sprirzof couacelescFubteh be wat orfgivally tatended » 
have been the more subservient instrument; whereby be is semeciin, 
enabled to give things atin, rather favouring his own ipterest, thauibar 
oftme puble, or even of the party ot hits patron, 

We gave scena Burke with a mind on whieh Bas toile titty CAN Yyraven 
the most rancourous hatred and contempt of poptoar freedom, wao was 
acopted asan ustrument by a leader ef the wh'gs, soon Mos. powerfuisy 
inflaenving, COnMTAaALY CO public iberiy, the why coupsels 3 and ultimately 
by his traudtel alarm, becoming the grand 
party of fits patron; for whien le 
country’s subius acon, 

And peri B. my Lord, would vow take the trouble of strictly analy. 


agent tn Dreasing up tire 


5 weonsse *, ‘ COX Fry tar ry ‘ 
= rt Weil prbets, oy; Ci ase esseQaik Gt) tie 


-* 
, 


Zia he parceular article ov reviewing criticism toe wihtelt bolawe sti 
vd, dinight alone sutiiee for wr UIP UD Yor ow a mt aL pists PChON 
whether the witrered Ghatartcie be a pila Wy whese Comrtiaes fey cag 
Satedy steer wie seeicihe haveael breedom 


Discovering. however, ene woporiam di-cordéance between too senati- 
nents of thatwriter aed toase of sour ier tsihises as wedibae i MINS 
of conducting an argueient, whiell is im tro. @ continot tas OP OME ss 
and siaceiity s SoOdn ops Msn, VOR Owl wor le be it Lik 
A@ECESSAPY OF CODsSeL tn fo tont perTrormarces, Whatever 
Opinion between sour Lordstigs aod the Reccewer may ou toy 
be tocideniativ thong heap, 

You ar pas Wy its os / j ‘ ( ‘ 
ments.—of ther i t i ' 
act ls sf ait i? . ) ect “>t ip sti i ? 

SECs CO ave its : PCE ME 

Besider, be bas picked ws arr tien' ideaof our Conrttst an Se i 
Cannetbe vour Lord-bip’s. ian! iwtahaisra i wericen | yea 
of the Revelutionanitos wuciimeand cqua'l e teemed 7 
for the vertlemn att 1. & ) 3} { yee "© oY 4 st ras , fa 
our PRESENT Constiuiion vac the ceteao!t baward 0° Wes 
true, what nonsense must alltuac-e wl pee Te pCa, Has 
Maena Charta as evidence of our ceonsiletion, ive been cukiue t 
some bnundred years pace! 

Me Reviewer Wacce Wee inelingtio: frackpowledgeany righ 
propole not cranted Dw ur which wo 2 fee Gee To Tee ETS OF far. 
lament: wid isso very desiiovs ce! vi the wtied moc me art 
the people, rhathe ays ** the eo (he pee pie, Gistit nN’ 
*consentof the Hou eof Cominancs, Isa principe hana é' ia ’ 
ct The COMO COH-en! pequei rf by the consiiduéicu, Tor lawe and toaes 
“Sis Commu: Consentin porliam ni, that ts, Uhre consent ot t/ elie anal 
of the deo houses ef porlian nfs and: olher cop-ent basever been 
‘asked or obtained. since the first orlgoaet our PRissiN PE eonstita-. 


tion, inthe rogue? Pewand Os? and trom the tenour ot his Whoie a 
gument, thisissadin the way eo a denial, that tae people ciiher were, 
or oughtto have been cousidered asrepreseuted in Parioonent, 

By aunmber of historical quotaitol 5. tovether wiih bis ownh comments 
(iereon, the Reviewer has laboured to establish three proposttions, 
Hamels Ist. That the great mass of the people sivce the introduction 
of the Normandyvaasty, bad ne representation inpariiament, 2d. That 
parliaments were not required to be annually chosen; ead thirdly, asa 
corollary from its fies? proposition, (hat an immerse mayortts of she oa 
tion had no more to do, ver ought to hive any thing more to de, ss tp 
than the sheep of the ps cture, the exen 
of the stall, or (he swine of the stve 

Nay, he goes oue step farther, in dersing thatthose in the towns and 
COMntICs Who were the constifucnds ef coembers of Parliament had any 
righittointerfore; their being cousilies dDetng a mere matter of choice 
and discredon, natof jaw or obiigation.”’? La short, according to th 
Reviewer, Parliament, be its origin, be its composition, be its corrup- 
ions What they waaay. isall inall, wih sueha power as to render ita 
perfect despotism. How diferent his notion from that of alltiose wh 
ampressed with a feeling of rizht, consider the parliament, however a 
nlative of the nations; which Alackstone has 
so happily expressed when be observes, that San Bogard, the peopl, 
do not debate inacollective bady, bat by repre-entiiion.”—(L. bil.) 

What, however, de we learn from Aistery, but (hatin tas course! 
seven hundred and fifty years, we have pot yet worked off the abou: 
tions with which eur country was delaged by ‘a scoundrel Norman, 04 
bis troop oflawyvers? 1 he pation at this period seems to have groan 
Sed, snys Bleoastone, “under asalbsolate slavery, aswas in the power 
ofawarhike, an ambitious, and a potitic prince to create.’ — (Pats 


the ininosing of laws aid tare. 


jt 


ee 


** From so complete and weill-concerted ascheme af servility, it has bee. 
‘the work of generations for our ancestors to redeem themscives sua 
**thetr posterity tato that state of diberty, witch we now enjos 4s ab 
‘which therefore sm not to be tooked Wawas constisiing of mere ete 
* croachments on the Crowo, and intringements on the prerogative, a 
“some slavish and narrew minded writers in the hast century endeda- 
‘‘voured to maintain; butasin general. a gradual RESTORATIO®S 
“ofg THAT ANTIENT CONSTIPUTION, whereot our Saxon 
‘forefathers had been unjustly deprived, partly by the policy, ane 


** partly by the force of the Norman.” —(P, {20.5 


’ g ~~ 4 as / 
Serely, my Lord, any one who bas rationalideas of Frelisi lberly 

. . - - ! 1 
and the Everlisk constatation, must feel no common discu- 








“TI |, 


yuirgh Reviewer, harar suing ahoul “the firsé evigin of our PR LSENT 


politcal constitution, rm the regaof Edwaecd |. 3 ant in utter contempt 


of all precy: festu Che sctence of Zoyerniseat which are he very s i ol 

: my ; ; ts ! 
thar comstituaon, Garustiog turword Cor enpraiiig hat « 0 mtitucon, the 
mere prae a of these who, durtag (he feudaityrannay abd sts ace gs, rad 
unjoctl) monopolized parliamenticy power! 


Antanus: uot thes disgust be the greater, whea he who excites itas- 


sumes the garhoof apricnd of freedom, say, isso very muchot a le. 


former, (P25) 48 te * lament the course ately purued be other Re- 
ss ra ‘ a Pe “mse 3? sone . 
Sermerss ” wile oo tlre. neha by eet by bimself, is precisely chat of 
' 
the deadly enemies oF our isan Pbertes, and cou-equeat op postr 
of Chat heforate sa oe rect. se hatte aswelbas ia the duraion of partia-s 
nents, by wh ca atene whe, errcovered? 


ilis course Losavis the sone astuetess for have thes ought else buat 
history and precede us, and aeisef partaenentin vielation of principle 


gfiighiand pustice, to auete foralltaey do? and have they net, fora 


jong Course | years. ine wy deulied cur uacerstandiags by gail 
bing sboutour  ? PROSE a? eo cutations as well as by every tusidi- 
ous mon@uvredabouring to make ws believe that weoave amere Wane, 
changeable Coustiictton, which has alteady hada variety of shapes, and 
thay have ASIVANY were Siiitament pleases, 

As your Lordship doe. rm: the honeurtoiangimate thatvou have pe- 
ruscd some ait) beast vo political works,” you may sossbiy have 
noted thal mtare Chan facatyu years @fo, tu San appea', civil aod inthe 
tarv, GN Tiare n't “Cit ciit, fd corbated the Inst itatts de rine 
ofa’! pres né consti nie , ft appears ch the face of the very first 

mor that Wotkh ¢ acd G1 abe comme Of my essay, (9K no smal pains 
by) how the stance snd tuen-troaus err ot Biack=stvne, Mito. basvVei- 
hike, muzziiog bis Uncertunaing wil history, precedents, and acts of 
defective porliaments, ab-eorits adinitted Crist Partioament had power, 
notouly to Stalter the established religion of the tied, but lo change 


‘and create afresi even tae CcoOnsthution ol the hindu, aud of parita- 


Soments them-elves. 

Wereit posible indeed that such could be the nuatchority: of partia- 
ment, (hen ngat popery of pagdoien, oF even Grisigvsta with its heeavin 
Sat tices, be onee more “the e@-taibiishe ire pint moof the jand * 1}: it 
sichare the Ccontempuble notions whieh getinto the fumber--tathe 1 crae 


nite: adawver. when once tie bas sucked co the orthed my OF ese 


potism, Converting the pure. unworidly religion of Jeous, dite amis. 
chievous Stite engimes: Vioimiing the sacred totercotrse between man 


iON, savouring of rank impiety. 


“> 


and his Ma.er, by a tyrannteal di 


‘ay, In these turee sort iises of Blackstone, we have a palpable 
wn sabibts. (ie very cutotessenee of absurdity! Wheo he asertbed 
to Vorhomentagaten!: tew known to the Deity, thatef being at once 
ause ans Poet, creator ant creature, Wily stopped he short of gravely 
teiongus, atcacid likewise anoiiilate time and space, i Chat would 
nike the borouchino: gers happy. 

ec 


sa et me introdwctiow OF Gad mr schievos Hovsense of nr ‘pr sent cone 
stitution,’ Phave vers often striven to explode the false doctrine, as 
dea ity to dibects s by censontnges which nose, so far ast know, nave 


answered, oras L believe can answer. 


Tothsend, fteveminy umes proved by definition whatthe English 
“OLStE nate ang mega a small compass it Mes; how casy to be under. 
Hood 5 and bow totally distinct utts trom law, 

Sb or rived 4 is trst giveain 179,10 the: enlahove mentioned ; 


afterwards in IS12. in an agpeak to tee nation : ind pot to enrimerate 
wher instances, lately agers, tammy address tothe citizens of West- 
minster on the 23d of Mareh. piubishedinanenxtea Back Dwarf, 

The definitien i: even in five Cancise DFOPOs MONS, Cl byrne 8 all that 
is nece-sary to the end ia vie wyor which oucht to be intiodveced tor de- 
‘eribing the nature, extent, or object, of what, ia the modern accept- 
ance of the word, ts me ant by cor: wedines rr, 

fethus extiicates toe understanding trom the labsiinth of confusion, 
MWoichitmay have been hewildere Phy revling Blackstone, whe thus 
Vites,—8* that consiiindion or frame of goverumeot, Chat svstem of 
‘awss” (1. 186.) as if a cos-titution and a sesteaios laws were one and 
the same thing, while in facet they are essentralis dikerent, 

lt was also intended asa critevion, OF stapdard, for bringts “ion 
ravional test all those tonorant, crude, perplexing, or wiched, deliner- 
"ous of the constituron, which so many orators and writers have, 
with an jacredible varie ty, beea jie ased to call thatof Eogland. 

Whatahoteh potco of ae Obvstitutian, hal achaos of discordant ele 
Men, What an ocean of jarving atoms we-houid have for ou posrtoad 
suidanee, did the Bogiish constitution consist of the tea thousand acts in 
our Statute Books, addedte the tens of the csands of dicta and decision: 
‘nour Law Books! 

Withsuch anotionin a Reviewer's skull, fiow could we bave been sor- 
j her in the vear ISl7. had he even talked of ** the frst ae too cane 

resent political canstitution in the reign of George tt. ‘ena tution 
chia reign Wwe have been blessed with thoce as mains ee mstooald pore 

(ding reigns puttogether; someof whieh stitutes are the tieetthatever 
did affect to countenance this ponsense of : we CONSHIIUTION, 

have in particular also, on various o¢ Shae exposed the tniquitay 

Cmade ar the doctrine of va canthrag {yo in f aiinment to chance the 
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constitution, by causing Acts ef Parliament to speak an accomodating 





—_—— 











languare, when they tes usofthe ‘cons itution, as by law establisn3 
ed: anovelty whieh had its ** fiest origins’ —an origin truly worthy ov 
is nature,--namety, inthe nefartous gagging bills ot 1W9o3 a novelty as : 
remarkable for its egregious nousense, as for tts underminigg (reacnery, 


ty om 


With thatiufauous doctrive, Lb bave been at open warever since the 

Pieve moreover tiscu some pains to preveat erraneous, and very 
miscliovousnotions ei puhiamentary, as welbasoi king’y soverciznty, by 
marhkhicctue three several sovereigouties ef wiaich we famtliariy speak, 


av Dv sve wing - ifouly one of the three, panely, Gist ot the natiou, 
bs TEteRatty Asoverctenty 5 while the other two are merely mew phoi- 
bande bor chit discrimination, FE have te reter to 


Cally so, aud suoor 
the afore ie apocal te Gre nation of Pt. 
Now any Bord, omy twe-fold pr poston in the Tixr cannot be 


ipsvaltdatcasoribine trashot the principle shaibbe apparent to yourown 
mind, althonch ros attempted demogstraticau should be boperfeet, what 
will coodeur, on the partof your Lordship, require? Or a hiteral, 


comp ele abe Gespolic soverercuty m0 parliament, COMpeltent to ant iai- 
late Liberty, by suspending the constitution, vou do indeed speak with 
come dutle he-wacoa., What vou sav isnot adircet, a present alirma- 
Oo butyour wordsanav, £ thiak. be fairly con 'tued into a merely 
reversed aeovssion, a sort of candesvo of a future ifty notion, Whenes ei 
mo oVeur mdgment “Secicumstane:s may render such a stietel et 
a ywea en Hepensables? 
ioaiess, therefore, vou should publicly ands @ectontly correct the ov 


‘ 

} xt | vey .° ’ : ‘ a) , , } ° 
fake rmto wan ‘ i oper ah CO bade? TF. My Ptbtis ft ace e9e oO tien. a : 
ite’ sa { Patn CTS VOU Th [rave « r, VW sthy aceriune packs mech! at ver alan 
OF, Cosperd more property, Were Sau amivister, net ofthe crow but os 


iB) 

the oligarchy which witha rodeotironde potically wield: Q trharentary 
powers Gad weie you asde-tonus asa Srdmoath, a Caedleretgeh, oni 
Canaing, to keep vaue pi: ce, vou ouch! be as ceoady as jose men 
have beea, ta stipend the constuttion aad annihilace pablre liberty 
Wwaenever recuine feotoadobs vour wicked masters 2 shouk!’ you there 
tore u apply Cilt Yr fo tcne He lion of an °& unlimited’ power so parite 
ment, mcarect Conimadcichoin to boone, especially without prefestn.s 
SHOoe-Tepreschlation ot the yr capyte iN} threat part etree 
myeomy lord, for the nations wiihouta tetal derehletion 


agaltist 4 maori 
would il Hye pyoss 
of its Common sense. to consider itius safe for them tsberty Croat the reius 
of power should be in vourtands ? ’ 

lt is became Loand dimay savy thonsands also. would vladly transfet 
those reins from the hands that hold them, to sours and your a-sociites, 

wterms io vbich free and rational men could -abserbe, we are anx 
mus fer wocaur AVOC7a) Got correct opinions ; Cousisteat with national 
freedom, 

But itthe sarzretine, it becomes my Cneerit: toe<av that. in tre ahe 
fence of such avewals, it tis a widely Nrevailiog Gprsioa, that, duly 
worching alleeNisting Circumstances, and reasoning from causes to et- 
fects, the recovery of our jibe rhes will be sone r accomplishe a by tires 


! 
powers of the goverginent remaining were they are. 


‘ 


r 


Mdinbuieh gabe 3. «my nae and all such bush fighters "who 
dare notiathe open tleld of p! arene st grapple with untver-ad 
freedomand parhaments ofa te tien net exceeding one year, may a? 
long asthey please make thetr historical cious mid Grandish thei: 

‘ 


(eatery WEADANS ot classical SOP tstey, for hes Par oupap unt minded 
alarm inthe houvest part of aristocracy 5 forobsteuetis ihe pregress ot 
truth, and ter protvacting our struggle fora fall ** restoration of that 

ANPELNT CONSTUPUTEIGN, whereof cur “axon foredithers were 
unjustly deprived 57 (tbh Com. tv. 420) but in spite of aii such practee 
the marchot trot and treedous tsrapad. 

Shunuing those false guides, wi, as uperficiwtas they are immoral, 
are forever attecting to scout principles, a5 being abstract notions not to 
ve tecatded by practical statesmen, letus, my Gord, taithfully consult 
experience ; when we sballsee that those sfvesmen whe are ignorant of 
or disvegard the true prtociptes of the scieuse of Government, are for 
evet blundenog and mariuiog whattiey undertnke, 

Ciood Ciod! wing successtve trans of ifeoreseen, of adverse gna 
astont-hing consequences have tlowed as effeets, from the declaratory 
actof lyoe,as a cause. An Act passed ata period in whieh Burke 
thirty vears arterwards boa-ted of having bata fall iare inthe counsels 
of the Vhiss! onthat ace, aga basis, the Olan rere, roernne, and be. 
satted borcugh faction brewed to an inige tous invasion of America 
thateonuHet did notend. antilthe sword of carnage and the thames ot 
wacwecre spread throughout the forr quarters of the globe: the Ameri- 
can revolution wasa prigeipal seed and cause of the Prench revolution 
fhatinits turn produ ed the unparatelled wires whreh succeeded: and 
these bave brought our cauntey tata tts present state Of Cabaniuts 2 

Notte this error of our practical statesman in l766,--and waavioe 
now attributed foe ome by your Lordship S elvborate es. 
In COn-eouence af mis entertars: ag ‘Ss erroneoau principles of govern. 


ment,’ ’—** doctrines map irious ta the cause of freedom?’ and ** yision- 


ary *chemes of ceform,’-—tt raasy perhans be allawed me, withoutin- 
curmnme an addtional charge, fogtol erotiw torevel the imputations 


ce a , ty 9 
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Atteutive to the cautroressy which preceded he actual rupture with 
America, aregard for what Cesteemed a true pritciple of just govern- 
‘ment, preserved me from tho folly and the guilt of drawing my sv ord 
in supportwuf the eroveous and arhitrary privcipte of tne deciarators 
tect; and, to the satisMiction otiay awn miud, L liaye since made myself 
ample amends for asacrilice of bright professional prospects under the 
highest patronage, by faithfully fig cting in che fleld or discussion for the 
freedom of my eountry, on peaciptes alike favourable to the general 
liberties of mankind. 

fnithe anger which, by the insolent conduct of government, had 
arisen between Baglaid aad Amerion, foresceing a, bE thought tre 
certainty of a separation, ant thinking that sound statesmen must 
Wish that separation to be amteatle rather than hostile, bo published in 

4774, *S American Indepeirdence the interestand glory of Great Britain,” 
recommending in place of tire and sword au unsolicited Jdecliration of sucn 
independence, witha proposed federal alliance, Althongh my doctrine at 
shat time respecting America had fot so such intiuence as youre Lordship 
now attributes to ‘the prepagetion’’ of that toucsing parilumeniary 
reform, vor was in any degree adapted to the taste of the purliamentary 
politicians of the dus, either ta or out of place, yet Lb had the eatisfac- 
tion to leara from Mere. Laurens, who had been the first President of the 
Congress, that in bis optaion, the measure To had proposed, besides 
preserving undisturbed the peace and amity of the two countries to 
future ages, would have made tiem, in solid strength, a match for ali 
other vations combined, 

The question therefore now ts, ought that propos d neasure, or ought 
the war, to have been preferred, for the practical benelit of Ragland ¢£ 

The writer has since proposed other measure-, on which, broughtin 
competition with such as government has persevered it, or opposition 
has recommended, @ similar question may be asked. 

Eogland’s wmgis it a plain treatise, for showing the simple means of 
restoring to ** full vigour and energy,” the military braoch of the 
Koglish constitution; whereby the ratoleraible expence and the frightful 
danger of a standing army may be avoided; while set, that species of 
forces, ina due proportion to all really aseful purposes, may be retained, 
And although that system hasbeen before the public about twenty years, 
having had the approbation of first-rate militury characters, no critic, 
so far as L kuow, has ever pointed outa siagie impracticabitity ia its 
execution, 

Pie practical question here again is © whichis better for the nation, 
Sthatitbe constitutronaily and systearitically armed aod free ; or dis- 
‘armed, and enslaved, under the despotism of a standingarmy, ‘* un- 
‘known to the haw aad constituen of our country 2” UI. 
§ Com. UT, 108.) 

Aud, not te notice inferior obsects, the writer bas recently proposed 
in detail, another important measure ina ** Bal of Rights and Liber- 
ties; Or an act for a constitutional Reform of Pacliament;”’ in whichuo 
onc, either friend of cucasy, has yet since its appearance tn the last year 
pointed out to him the smallest particle of tinpracticability, 

Oo the contrary, many enbehtene! persons have expressed an opinion 
that itcoviains all that the frreads of public liberty can wish; and one 
very intelligent gentleman has told) the author that he tinpo-ed ov biin- 
self the reading of at, under a strong persuasion that votversal suffrage 
with angual clections was, as your Lordship seems to think, a ** visiona- 
ry scheme of reform,” utterly mopracticable, with a tendency only to 
pudtie contusion d.sorder, and “* mischief;”? but nevertheless that gentle- 
man ro-e fromthe perusal with a gratifying conviction, that the very 
feverse inall particulars uvust be its salutary effects, 

The author having unteaded (hat Bill as a measure of practical salva- 
tivo te hiscountey, he intrents your Lordship to read it with critical se- 
very 3 and theo, whether you shall Chink the principles of it true or 
erroneous; the provistons of i practicable, or tnpracticable ; and the 
geeessary aprration saletars, or the contrary 3 that sou will favour the 
public wiih your opinion, and the reasons of that opinion. 

The public eensure which vou lately cast on the author's ‘* prrncipies 
of government,’ as wellas on his sobriety of mind, as a politician, give 
fan some clara to sour Lordshig’s compliance with his request 5 but of 
Hitinde mare weiyhtis the claim of the pudlic, to know with accuracy 
sourown '* principles of governwent,”’ and ty have your aid in the work 
ermitional salvation, Du these ends ihe opportupity seems peculiarly 
hte ng, 

Such servicers as Lhave namedare not ainong the statnde-treacheries of 
corrupt courtiers; vorto be clased with any of the sacred mock-mys- 
eeries Of fraudulent goveraments, antent or modern; mygteries which 
sone bot twpostors ever (aught; but they ave plain work, such as plain 
menia happy America have in legislation, for forty years past, been ip 
the hubitef performing. 
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The writer,my Lord, fs indifferent enough io the opinion of factinis 
orimterested wen Whom he respects not; but to your Lordship be siye 
these thio ’s because, abating a few erroneous notions, bars to truly cone 
stufutional conduct, he holds you tv stand high in inclination and ability 
tu serve sour country. , 

Wirh regard to interested crittes and supe: ficial cavillers, it certainty 
would be more agreeable to him ifthey would desist from their factions 
insint anions, dishonest inputations, and silly affectation of wisdom, They 
would then cease their useless babble, on what is nothing to the purpose, 
Let them do this, and thea come at oace to close quarters on the oper 
held of fair argument, and throw the old wrestler fur reform if they 
Cu’. 

Hie was not bred in « cloister, nor inany Utopian school among ‘ ;. 
sionarv selemers.”’  Z/rers have not been the habits of Ats life. Tit 
one nod thirty, an active seaman; more than twenty years an efficien: 
ficid officer of militia; full as long an extensive agriculiurist ; and fo; 
the fourteen years he bas been a frecholder of Middlesex, anda citizes 
of Westminster, no ridiculous projector for siving asinking state bya 
mere charge of hands to do the work of Corruption § but @ver amoug 
the foremost, both ia facory and practice, for inculcating the selt-ew- 
devt principles, and promoting the obvious means, whereby alone z 
declining free state can, by possibility recover tts liberty and pros. 
pri rts. 

He never had a taste for dancing, or fiddling, or feasting ; but lakea 
homely politictan of antiquity, who understood how to make a sinal, 
State a great one, he thinks he kaows how torat-e again Erglaad’s fall. 
en state, and make der enslaved pcople once more free, great and bsops 
In short. of political practice he thinks with Locke, that it is nothing 
more then ‘the applicatt.o of common sense to public atlairs > buen 
may not be amiss to add, by way of amendment, * provided always, 
that such common sense have the accompaniment of common honesty. 

Tius thinking, and centemplating with inexpressible disgust, the vice 
conduct and degraded condition of a Sidmonth, the writer is vot evun- 
scious of the smallest vanity in presuming, that, in such an office as that 
which that despicable minister, by a prostitution of it for extinguishing 
if possible, his country’s freedoin, name, aod glory, has disgraced, he 
old as he is, by merely actiog with common sense, aod common honesty, 
with the eo-operation of virtuous and plain men working ¢o the same 
end, could have done the full share of oue man towards his country's 
salvation. 

This much ke is induced to say, because that salvation can only be 
brought about by the measures, which are the subject matter of two bills. 
by him framed with no small care and labour, fruit of bong experience 
and the fullest reflection, for restoring in its two branches, civil ace 
military, (one branch being as essential as the other) the WHOLE o! 
‘*thatantientconstitution, whereof our Saxon forefathers were unjustly 
deprived,” (Bl. Com, iv. 420.) and thus redeeming England from those 
direst of political evils, a standing parliament, and a stand:ng army, 

Both those plain practicad measures must be adopted, or that redemp- 
tion cannot be effected, They, my Lord, in my humble judgment, are 
the ** visionaries” who, in the condition of our country, are for any 
other course. They are the ‘* elaborate blunderers,’ who, after deep 
aud comfortless consultations have to work impossibilities, aod tn- 
volved in the intinite complexities and perplexities of an unnatural po- 
licy, cotinkering on, with expedient after expedient, unfounded in any 
sound principle; a conduct revolting to common sense; while measures 
are to be forced on an angry nation by a corrupt parliamentary majority, 
constantly changing things only from bad to worse! 

Whoever may in fature be a successor of Lord Stdmouth, anda sincere 
co-operator with other official men towards national salvation, ought 
to have confided to him until the business were accomplished, a super 
intendence over the re-orgizanation of our genuine,cunstitutional,$sx0p 
militia—the only militia that ever deserved the name—an object de- 
manding the services of ene who was perfectly master of the system ; aad 
which even from such a person would scarcely require less than a year 
of toil. 


The writer’s bill for this Bhyect, wherein, by numerous details, he Gls 
vp the outlined picture sketched in England's JArgis, is still ia mane 
seript, A militia which embraces the whole of the efficient physical 
force of a natioo,—a force ina perpetual flux or change, by the acces- 
sion of youthand the decays of age, by in&rmities and by deaths, hus a 
constant tendency to derangement and dissolution 

Resides this, such a militia, which an Alfred found competent to 
mect the armics of tierce and warlike invaders, and by which alone be 
wrought his miraclesin England's deliverance, must of course be liable, 
in peage, toarelaxation of discipline and a joss of energy, unless by 








(ruetion from the simplicity of nature, andan adoptian of her 
principles, such tendencies be counter- 
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taws, fuuuded ot self-cnfercing 


acted. ps ’ ‘ 
fn the bill in question, the author persuades him-elf that, to preserve 


thismarhal body at all times in such health and vigour, as to be fully 
competent in War, come when it would, to answer the ead of ils institu. 
tion, has not been unsuccessfully attempted, Nor does he hold it to be 
an infesior quality, that in time of peace, it would effectually free Us 
from the repreach, W hich proves a pation to be already undet a military 
despotionn, W hep, asa mere ordinary mode of preserving the peace, or 
for erceuling @ warrant lo seud a inan to the Lower, recourse ty had Lo a 
standing army. ; : 

With our county-power restored, according to the advice of Sir B¥il- 
Kam Joncs, ** to fuli vigour and energy,’ every where ar ned, every where 
present, and instantly ready afa call, insurrection und mischievous riot 
would be more than miracles; they w ould be impossihilities. Wherefore 
that proper English militia, ** in assuring internal tranquillity, and an- 
pihilating external danger, holds a glorious pre-eminence over every 
other military system of human invention.’’—(Ap, civ. and mil, hog. 
Con, iv.) 

Humble in fortune; connecting himself politically with none, fur- 
ther than as he approves their principles 5 independent of all; and be- 
lieving that nothing much short of miraculous coul A in the corrupt state 
of things on this sife of the Atlantic, assign to him official duties, to be 
oyecuted towards the furtherance of radical reform, the writer, although 
old, isnot such a driveller aseither to seck, or to expect power, 

He hopes he may be excused the considerable digression tato which 
he has been led, by those who represent him as a mere visionary politi- 
cian ; and for showing, on the contrary, that he isin reality much more 
ofa plain, practical, workman, than any of those whese actions he has 
witnessed; and whose exercise of power has ouly pluoged his country 
deeper and deeper in ruin, slavery, and misery. 

With all their mysterious solemnity of hollow pretence—with all their 
grimace of profound statesmanship,—which in fact consists only of tie 
trickery, finesse, and frauds, learned in the schools of oflteral or ma- 
terial corruption and degradation, or has been acquired io the field of 
dark and iniquitous diplomacy, while impiously conspiring to enslave 
all mankind to half a dozen despots,—a disgusting compound of impos- 
ture, everending in disappointment—what hive any of those men done 
fur the real good of their country ? 

He envies not their fame,—he covets not theirskill,--he takes not 
from them lessons of practical utility !—His simple mode of curing a po- 
litical evil is, radically to remove its cause, Por curing non-represen- 
tution, he preseribes perfect representation. To remedy the evil of 
long parliaments in violation of right, he proposes short ones, within 
right. And for avoiding the curse of a military despotism, which has 
arrived when peace iskepéand law is executed by a soldiery © unknown 
to the law and constitution,’? he shows the means of restoring the old 
Foglish systera of police and defence, the noblest that human wisdom 
ever conirived! 

In short, for an overturned CONSTITUTION and a subverted LI- 

RERTY, he, inne more than two plain practicalstatute-, demonstrates 
the very simple means of resioring both, and handing them down, for 
tie happiness of our country—aye, and for the emancipation of en- 
faved Kurope—to the iatest posterity '~And he invited your Lordship 
oDring his causes to the test of the most rigorous scrutiny, and then to 
say, Whether they be or be not commensurate to the intended ¢fféct /—- 
{fothers have superior plans for saving, or for serving their country, he 
tarbest!y wishes they were produced, 

And he particularly hopes that your Lordship, and the public men” 
with Whom you act, are incapable of reconciling yourselves to a state 
of things, which the oligarchy, dy their conduct, show they consider 
themselves as having brought clout, but which Mr, Canning alone, in 
his allusion to Rome, has bad sutlicient audac ity to avow, tamely, that 
vurold Engtish freedom Acs actually given place to a new imperial 
despotism. 

I scarcely know how, my Lord, to quit the topic of the iniivite im- 
Pofiunce to practical statesmen of sound principles. Wishing you to 
suminate on what would have cen the probable consequences, hid Eng- 
«and spontancously, and witha noble magnaniontiy callee ou climerica to 
have assumed tudependenice, holding out to her atthe sauce time the right 
hand of affection and friendship; Lb Gesire youtorecal te your recollec- 
i e mat have been the actwal consequences for more taan hell a cen- 
ga Pel oii a sound principle, in the Declaratory Act of 1/66. 
ony rane i tage ever to keep tp mind, that preiceple s are in fact our 

re Halees inevery artand tu every setence? And that yraetical 
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and marring what thes undertake? Atd are we Gor, then, infinitely 
indebted to the goodness of the Deity, who, as in other sciences, has enas 
Lled or Co discover the prineiples of the science of free governments that 
principle in particular, representation, without whic we should have 


. . . 4 ese? 5 feas a) "le 
nothing to guide us safely Ghrough the intricacies and ciileulties of na 


tional concerns, oF to preserve us from the pangs ofachbitrary power * 

[snot the priig iple of ropresendation itsett, for directing our political 
navigation, a bene fitas conspicuous as that of murgnedism, wv lite hismans 
guide, by uight as by day, throogh the puthless ecean? Aud were it 
not, iv a politician at the helm of state, as errant a maddess to cast trom 
him the representative principle, as for a seaman at the helmot aship 
to cast overboard, his magnetic needle? Letus, then, look well to that 
admirable compass, our constitution, and carecelly repair it. henever 
damaged | 

Representation being unquestionably ‘* the happiest discovery of pol- 
tical wisdom,” are not those, my Lord, the ** visionaries” bean 
of navigating the political ocean with a worthless compass, the needle 
of Which bad lost allattraction to the pole of public good ? 

Dut how much worse than a visionary is (iat treachocuus siate pilot, 
who takes the helm wilb a Greasury-magnet in bis hord, by the power 
of which he draws the needle to what point of corrupt interest he 
pleases, but ever wide of the true pole, for the very purpose of steering 
a Wrong course! 

Allow me now (to request’ your Lordship's attention to an instructive 
fact, with which we can not but be sensibly struck, in taking a retro: 
spective view of the suit which, for more than seven centuries, has beca 
prosecuted by the PEOPLE versus POWER, aud which suit ts vot yet 
decided. 

Io this tedious contest for fully recovering their lost rights aod liber- 
ties, violated as I have said by a scoundte! Merman and his treop of 
lawyers, the people, until the present eee, until the very deus of persons 
now living, never found advecates to conduct their Coutest on a principle, 
Which indicated that the public cause was properly enderstood,. 

Consult what documents we will, whether the Ball of Rights, the 
Petition of Right, Magna Charta, or ves of that multitude produced ir 
the struggle with Charles the First, or others, either prier to Magna 
Charta, or subsequent to the revolution, we shall invariably find that the 
demand was not for that which includes e¢// of liberiy, & complete resto 
ration of the constitution; but merely for a cessation of sgme glaring and 
ofensive abuse or abuses; for redress of some particular grievance or 
grievances; a remedy against some brutal wrong or wrongs; ora removal 
of some specific oppressiou Or oppressions ;—all of them mere illustra- 
fions of the existence of the truce evil of the states; merely diagnostics of 
that evil; but jot the evil ibelf,—THE ABSENCE OF SELF- 
GOVERNMENT, 

But the present generation, instructed by their suTerings, as well as 
by the natmal growth of knowledge, sceing deeper, and having ascer- 
tained the radical cause of all abuses, all grievances, all wrongs, al! 
uppressions, and of course preferring to act on their own extended, 
rather than on their ancestors’ contracted knowledge, therefore demand 
aradical reforn of that radical evil, THE ABSENCE OF SELF- 
GOVERNMENT, or, in equivalent words, NON-REPRLSENTA- 
TION. 

Norwill @imsy sophistry, nor spurions wit misapplied for deception, 
either stay them in their course, or mislead the common sense of man- 
kind. A word here, to those w ell- meaning but unhappy sceptics, who 
are only sceptics because too idle to read and too indolent to think, who 
say, * We confess we have nothing to oppose to the demonstrations of 
‘right, on which universal frcedom and annual election are shown to 
Stand; but yet we prophecy that the full enjoyment of those rights 
would produce a wild invasion of all property, contusion, anarchy, 
bloodshed, and, finally, a military despotism.’ — 

Mu-t we not smile, wheu these children of indolence and timidity, at 
(he same time and inthe same breath, acknowledge their sloth and igno 
rance, Clatm the gift of prophecy, and forete! things which, being con- 
traty to nature, cannot come to pass? These reebleeminded persous, at 
once sceptical, superstitious, and dopmatical, are victimsofanimbecility 
m themselves that is traty pitiable. What is it they fear? ; 

They seea vast majondy of the community, almost all the poor, denied 
their bitth-sight, by being excluded from the common benefit of free: 
dow ; in consequence of that exclusion, extremely oppressive by tanxn- 
tion, as well as otherwise tyrannically treated ; aud so sensible of be ing 
agerieved, that ao unexampled spirit of petitioning fort redsess bas broke 
forth among them, and coutinues 

‘Lney feel thatas every member of the national community is liable 
to bear arms and expose his life in the common defence, and is suityect 
to other public duties, beside contributing to the commpn weal hy his 
productive labour, every such member cf tie state, together with thes 


, 


who cat 


‘ 
‘ 


t 





ye 


_ 
at 
- 


= 


a ee 8 £9 


> 


er = 


en 


en ee a 


ee SS 


—y = 3: 


os 


—— 


” Seeees a 
* 


.. 


4 Eee = 


te ae 


an i ae 


= Or Se ae 


‘ 


afi thie BLACK 


equal and cominon lialility te ihe dutees, ought to share in the equal 
aud common rights of freedom, 

They are conscious that ao extension of this righf to the excluded 
Members, is the clear dictate of nature, of truth, of re sou, justice and 
benevolence: and they agree with those who think that the voice of 
uidature, truth, of justice, and benevolence, is the vetec of COD, 

[f so, must it vot be for the glory God andthe geod of man, that what 
is so taughbtought to prevail? Does nota professed ee ‘isa, on this 
point, tadicate some scepticism . a deity’s existence, Or at least, ts 
rota scepticism touching eects following Causes accarding to the law 
of nature, that is, the law of G 4, whiet scepticism beads to a ridiculous 
prophecy, of events coutrary to uatural canses, something like an inti- 
anation that God ts net quite so wise as themselves 2 

According to these singular prophets, if we sow wheat for our future 
bread, it will produce hemlock for our poison If we sow good to 
others, we must reap evil to oarselves. If we sow liberty it will come 
up slavery, Andtie-e sayacious persons, Who are sosceptical, as to such 
effects froin the law of nature, can readily enough swallow a belief, 
shat if we extend to the great excluded majority the right and be nefit 
of suffrage, they would pull down all who were elevaced, and plunder 
allwho had wealth; because, say they, in that emancipated magority- 
rcould reside a suthicient physi al force forthe purpos# 

But these affrighted half-reasoners forget that in that wronged and op- 
pressed majority, this physical force docs now reside. Uf, shen, it do not 
now so act in hatred of oppression, will benevolence provoke it to ont- 
rage? Jfa keen sense of experienced injustice do mot arouse it into 
destructive action, will gustice make it anges? Ef an unfeeling, inso- 
Tent rejection of * Petitions of Right? have not termated it to active 
vengeance, shall atteotica, kindness, and a complete redress of its griev- 
goce, chafe it into violence and mischier? 

As the forlorn hope in false reasoning, we are at last asked, ** Have 
you so soon forgotten the Erench Revolution?’ Our answeris: *' We 
urge English reform, that we may not experience Trench Revolution.” 

No: some of these virtuous half reasoning persons of property, so far 
as respects the PHYSICAL FORCL of the dabuuring poor, seem to 
mistake the means of that security for which they are so anxious, For 
preventing violence from that physical force, there are fico intelligible 
wodes of proceeding. ONE is, absolutely to maim those labouring poor 
ia their BODLES, by burning ont their eyes, cutting out thoi tongues, or 
crippling theic hands or feet; toany one of whick modes of proceeding 
there are, however, considerable objections, seeing low tastrumental 
the poor are to the production and preservation of that property, 

THE OTHER intelligible mode is, to remove from ther MINDS any 
rnclinaiion toacts of violence and injustice. As a general, fundamental, 
Feading measmie to Chitend, it should seem obvious, that to extend to 
them a free enjoyment of theic birdh-risbt to share in the election of 
those who are to make laws forthe common benefit of rich and poor, 
suust be the best; and let it be here repectec, Ghat in) the excluded ma- 
jority of the people, the physical force, so dreaded by folly, happily tor 
puciely, for the pampered, the helpless and useless especially, does now 
reside. 

But another foolish apprehension haunts the imaginations of the timid, 
*S Tf all poor persons had the electoral franchise, would pot) persons 
*“Severy way contemptible and wictous be elected representatives 2” 
No: For protection, weno in the lower situations of society, as naturally 
as flame ascends, look to those above them. Under a rational orgaui- 
zation, in every electoral district, there would be found the various gra- 
dations of wealth and poverty, of Kuowledge and ignorance, of virtue, 
aud tue wantof it. Weolth is catural power, Kuowledge is vatural 

ysower, Virtue is natural power, 

With all these freely operoting on the public mind, while nothing 
were to be gotten by electtons but a Jaboriaus duty, would not the 
poor seck their protectors among the most wise and most virtuous, with 
a stroug biasin taveuc of well employ ed wealth ?) Luok acruss the At- 
dantic; and ask likewise your own common sense and e¢ Rperience, 

Believing the foregoing observations to be founded in truth, | 
can very readily allow, as T ackoowledge it Cobe (rue, that FP havesome- 
dimes entertained ** aristaken views ef history 3’? but without admitting 
that therefore Lhave adopted & erroneous principles of goverument. 
History and wmoial principles have oo necessary convection 3 aud ft 
should bave little thought of looking tuto history, or inte: acts of Parlia- 
ment passed in semiebarbarous ages, to learn whether or not my country 
or myself ought to enjoy that freedom which God and nature gave us ; 
and which tyrants, at war with God, nature, and their fellow-men, have 
wuceusingly endeavoured to tear from us ! 

Nordo Lenvy the feelings or the reputation of critics who are capa- 
Mle of so misemplus tng such taleuts as they have, of of wasting time jo 
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misrepresenting the constitution, which were better spent in modestly 
tryin to understand, than in ignoranty scribbling to undermine it, 

Although in commenting on the text of my fist proposition, T have 
alrendy been somewhat diffuse, Pimust yet notice avotuer unsound, and 
not very decent po-ition of the Edinburgh Reviewer. With no smal ef. 
frontery he telisus, that the phrase * BODY POLITIC ” means only 
** the political auifurities of the state,” (p. 119) to the entire exciusiog 
of the great body of the peopte, 

Suci language, even im thase Pte nests of inveterate despotism, the 
Rosai Baeghs of Scotland, woulg now be no longer endured, Such lan. 
guege addressed to the whole pation ts surely audacious ' Let this prat. 
ing tyro in politics, look into Locke (DB. 2,5. 57,599,142) and hide hig 
head with shame ! 

Probably, my Lord, T have said enough to satisfy you, how untena. 
ble isthe notion that the authority of Parliament is unlimifec. Were it, 
indeed, uulimited, and thay doctrine once broadly established, most not 
our experience have convinced us, that ere Joug the people would have 
nothing toexpect at the hands of its executive agents, but an injustice, 
an oppression, a cruelty, and a ficud-lke, a Cavuing- mockery of theiz 
sufferings, notto be exceeded tn Algiers, or among the vilest horde of 
barbarians? 

Your Lordship, let us hope, has a mind too enlarged for being oon- 
tracted into the tricking pedantry of the lawyers, for giving fiction, the 
weightol truths, aud shadows the value of realities, thereby falling into 
the more than-pagan credulity of considering Parliament, in its present 
non-effective condition, ts areal shield of representative armour to the 
people, while in fact ve better than a tattered mock-covering which ex- 
poses the squalid nakedness of the most forlorn pauper. 

Did Parliament fairly and fully represest the nation, then 
common panance ii might be spoken of us ene with the peuple; tor — 
would it be the organ tn whieh their 8 2 would ¢o the vulgar 
eve be most visible ; but st:ll, when weeessary to Stor rie inate, it gus ‘. 
it) ifs most perfe ct stale, raise only a u.ere metaphori a’ sou reignty. ut 
Subordivation to the true, original, litera! sovereiguty of the NATION, 

} shall conclude this Comme: tary on the extent and limitation of tt 
authority of Parliament, asa ‘* piduciary’’ aud subordinate power, by av 
spneal to which your Lordship, tdoubr oot, will be alive. Fs thereany 
difference between the doctrine iniy TEXAT, and the doctrine of Ma 
POX, when he offended our scill move subor linn te sovereign, the kong, 
by giving as a sentimental toast, ** the sourreignty of the people?’ At- 
though for that act Mr. Pox was struck of the bist of Privy Coun-el- 
lors, and, as reported, by the royal baud, that circumstance wil! vot, ft 


indeed in 


#m persuaded, infineoee the opinion of his neplew. 

I have noticed the wars, the revolutions, and the dice caiauseties 
Caused by subsGivding, in 1766, 2 principle that was poioriously wrong 
for one that was manifestis rigit, Whenever Lord North, in his sun-- 
quent altempt to reduce America by Sre and sword to ** mnconsiura. 
submission,’ Wasassaticd by the oppecsition, his ready defence wiis, 
am only acting on your doctrine, that Parliament bath, and af vig 
* oughtito have, tell power and authority to bind the Colonies anc pe 

‘ple of English America, in all enses whatsuever.”” (Act of P70. 

With thac cause, and with its effects in your own knowledge acd re 
membrauce, when a Castlereagh aud a Sidmouth shall again out-herod 
Herod, by theit sins against a whole nation instead of a few ehidron 
by there insolent (yranuy, in again trampling en the constitution and alt 
our lberties s seizing, ironing, and casting into durgeons whom 
jAcase 3 and when their buffoon, Mr, Canning, shall again make sport 
for the boroughmongers of the agoui's of falvely-imprisoned and suller- 
ma ace and infirmity; will your Lordship, and the ** public wen wilt 
Whom you act, leave it in the power ofsuch ministers ta sayy—* We wre 
‘sanerely the servants of those who appointa de facto Parliament ; aiid 
“even sucha Parhament, secending to your own doctrine, being Ort 
‘srrep tn tis duration, and Consequently despotic, bab, and of e2 
 ousht to bave full power and authority to bied the people * im ae 
 coceswhatsvever 3° and its secret Comiunitfec, op the information ef our 

©‘ opiesaod informers, having convineed Parliament, that the © etretos 


which we have proposed, ts © i.disy e sable 2? tis but le 
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you to fad fault with what we do,” 
With much respect, I have the honour to be, 
Your Lordship’s obedient Servant, 
JOHN CAR Wh ed it 
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